
MODERN DAY IDOLATRY 
 
This weekend the fellas and I have been looking deeply into high places.  92 times 
in the OT God mentions high places.  It seems that this is an important topic for 
God. 
  
The High places, that God wants torn down, are anything or anyone you put your 
hope or trust in, that is NOT God.  
  
Essentially they are issues of the heart, sin, that hinders one from being 
completely and utterly dependent on God as the ONE and ONLY source of ALL 
provision, protection and guidance. 
  
Another name for high places is idolatry. 
  
In ancient days, idolatry was simple.  There was typically an image formed of gold, 
silver, stone or wood. 
  
What I want to speak to today is the question of modern day idolatry.  What does 
idolatry look like today.  Right now. 
  
The modern church has done a great job making sure that we, today, do not form 
golden calves, carved or sculpted images of other gods. 
  
As a matter of fact, they have done such a great job, I believe that we do not even 
identify ourselves with the concept of idolatry.  
  
To most of us, idolatry is what the ancients did that made God so mad at them.  
  
The truth is that idolatry is alive and well today.  For that reason, for the rest of 
this message I am not going to use the word idol or idolatry.  
  
Instead, I am going to call it what it is.  Idolatry is putting your hope in anything or 
anyone that is not God.  This morning we are going to explore what it looks like to 
put our hope in things or people who are not God.  It can be very subtle and very 
insidious which is a very dangerous combination. 
  



Lets pray. 
  
Father, open our hearts to receive your word.  May our hearts be fertile ground 
where your word takes root and grows to produce beautiful fruit.  Shine a light 
into our hearts and root out any person or thing that we place our hope in that is 
not you.  We acknowledge right now that you are our only provider.  Everything 
we have, had or ever will have comes from you.  We acknowledge that you are 
our protection.  Nothing comes to that does not pass thought your hands first.  
We acknowledge that you are our guide.  We cannot see the future, but you can.  
All we have is a fantasy of the future.  But you created the future and offer your 
hand to us as a guide.  Please guide us through.  Amen 
  
Lets jump in. 
  
Genesis 27-29 gives the account of the life of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the grandson 
of Abraham.  Isaac felt he was near death and summoned Esau to make him his 
favorite meal, then Isaac would bless Esau.  Jacob's mother, Rebekah over heard 
this and hatched a scheme to trick Isaac into giving the blessing to Jacob instead.  
  
A patriarch’s final blessing was important in biblical times as a practical matter of 
inheritance rights. In addition, some final blessings included prophetic statements 
that reveal God’s supernatural power at work through the men of His choosing. 
  
It is very important to remember that God chose Jacob over Esau at birth, even 
though Esau was the first born.  In Malachi 1 God reveals to the profit "I loved 
Jacob, but Esau I have hated." 
  
The renowned theologian Charles Spurgeon observes that all four of them – Isaac, 
Rebekah, Jacob, and Esau – did not trust each other. 
   
Worse yet, they did not trust the Lord. Each one of them schemed and plotted 
against each other and against God. Spurgeon wrote “The whole story reflects no 
credit upon any of the persons concerned” 
  
Esau was bitterly angry at the betrayal and planned to kill Jacob.  Isaac sent Jacob 
away to his uncle Laban's in exile from his brother's rage. 
  



When Isaac arrived at Laban's place he spotted Rachel and immediately fell madly 
in love.  He was so smitten with Rachel he agreed to work for Laban 7 years 
without pay to acquire Rachel as his wife.  
  
Fun fact … how old do you think Jacob was when he met Rachel?  
  
Would it surprise you to know that scholars believe he was in his seventies when 
he first arrived at his uncle Laban's well and laid eyes on Rachel?   By no standards 
was Jacob a young man with a wealth of time.  
  
What he saw in Rachel he was willing to pay dearly for. 
  
The time flew by and it was time to marry Rachel.  However, Laban delivered 
Leah, Rachel's older sister to Jacob instead.  Unaware of this, Jacob consummated 
the marriage and in the light of morning realized that it was NOT Rachel that he 
had married but Leah.  Jacob would work another seven years for Laban without 
pay to acquire Rachel as his wife.  
  
It is worth pondering for a moment … what did Rachel represent to Jacob that he 
would work so hard for 14 years to get her as his wife? 
  
John D Rockefeller, one of the world most wealthiest men in history was once 
asked "How much money is enough money?" He replied "Just a little more.".  
  
We pursue things in a vain attempt to scratch an itch that only God can satisfy.  
Life, and everything it contains will never satisfy like God can and will.  Life, in this 
way, will always disappoint. 
  
The grass always seems greener on the other side of the fence.  Near my house is 
a goat farm.  I noticed one day driving by, that a little goat had stuck its head 
through the fence to eat the grass as far to the other side of the fence as it could 
stretch its little head and neck through the fence.  What made this so noteworthy 
is that even though the little goat was surrounded by lush green grass on it's side 
of the fence, it was determined to seek out the grass on the other side of the 
fence even if it meant great personal discomfort. 
  



We are too often like this little goat.  We chase a fantasy about what life can be 
like if we can just get a little more. 
  
In Tim Keller's book Counterfeit God he says that "Everyone goes to sleep with 
Rachel and wakes up with Leah."  Meaning that we all tend to put our hope in an 
idealized fantasy of what we believe life it should be, but are frequently 
disappointed when reality hits. 
  
Leah, is another person of interest here.  Leah was likely aware of the deception 
that she was a participant in.  She just wanted to be loved and appreciated.  
  
Gen 29:31-35 When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; 
but Rachel was barren.  So Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his 
name Reuben; for she said, “The Lord has surely looked on my affliction. Now 
therefore, my husband will love me.” Then she conceived again and bore a son, 
and said, “Because the Lord has heard that I am unloved, He has therefore given 
me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon. She conceived again and bore 
a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will become attached to me, because 
I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi.  And she 
conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now I will praise the Lord.” Therefore 
she called his name Judah. Then she stopped bearing. 
  
All Leah wanted was to be loved and appreciated.  Who loved Leah?  God loved 
Leah.  
  
How do we know?  He opened Leah's womb and closed Rachel's.  Leah gave birth 
to the priestly order, the Levites and to the tribe of Judah, that would bring us the 
lion of the tribe of Judah, Jesus.  
  
But finally, one day, she stopped looking to Jacob for love and appreciation, and 
instead turned her eyes to God where she found full love and appreciation.  Life 
will always be disappointing when you put your hope in people or things that are 
not God.  
  
For Leah it was somewhat short lived.  She and Rachel got into a baby making 
contest where they used their maids to give birth.  When the smoke cleared Leah 
did end up giving birth to the leaders of six of the 12 tribes of Israel.  Other than 



Leah's moment of clarity where she worshipped God, she and Rachel put their 
hope in their status as a matriarch of Jacob's family. 
  
If we take the time to process why we place our hope in people or things that are 
not God, we will find that the motivation at the root is our desire is an obsessive 
pursuit for sustained happiness and security that cannot be taken away.  
  
We may think there is security and happiness in a strong family 
We may think there is security and happiness in a stockpile of wealth 
We may think there is security and happiness in a good education 
We may think there is security and happiness in a good job 
  
We chase people and things that we believe can bring us happiness and security 
that cannot be taken away.  The problem is … only God can deliver the happiness 
and security that we deeply desire.  
  
In C. S. Lewis' book Mere Christianity, he writes "Creatures are not born with 
desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. A baby feels hunger: well, there 
is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing as 
water. ... If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world. If none of my 
earthy pleasures satisfy it, that does not prove that the universe is a fraud. 
Probably earthly pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to 
suggest the real thing. ... I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true country, 
which I shall not find till after death; I must never let it get snowed under or turned 
aside; I must make it the main object of life to press on to that other country and 
help others to do the same." 
  
So what practical tools can we use today to detect that we are placing our hope in 
something or someone other than God?  
  
In our vehicles we have dashboard lights that tell us if there is anything wrong 
with the vehicle.  
  
There are indicators in life that can warn us that our hope is misplaced or 
misdirected.  If we will be mindful of these indicators, and respond appropriately 
to them, we can keep our hope connected to God. 



  
THE WORSHIP INDICATOR. 
What do you worship? 
To answer this question, we first need to understand what is worship. 
    
Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. [ESV]   Some translations may say "Spiritual service". 
  
The Bible doesn’t give a formal definition of worship, but the English 
word worship comes from two Old English words: weorth, which means “worth,” 
and scipe or ship, which means something like shape or quality. 
  
We can see the Old English word -ship in modern words like friendship and 
sportsmanship—that’s the quality of being a friend, or the quality of being a good 
competitor. 
  
So worth-ship (or worship) is the quality of having worth or value.  The more 
value or worth we place in something or someone is the degree that we worship 
that thing or person.  When we worship, we are declaring what has worth in our 
lives.  So one dashboard light is worship.  What are we ascribing worth to?  
Because what we place value or worth in is what we worship. 
  
We worship God when we express with our thoughts and actions that God has 
worth, that he is worthy.  
  
Or to put it in biblical terms, we praise God. We speak, or sing, about how good 
and powerful God is. Doing so is the purpose for which we were called of God to 
be followers of Jesus: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
  
A central part of a Christian’s calling is to declare that God is worthy—that he is 
worth more than everything else this world has to offer. 
  
I think about this after I leave a Chief's game or a Thunder basketball game.  Only 
when I leave the game do I realize that I have screamed so loud that my voice is 
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horse.  I often wonder why I don’t leave a worship service horse.  Am I worshiping 
my team more than God?  Maybe.  But I also don’t have four hour worship 
services.  If I did, I would probably be horse after that.  
  
We must frequently look inside our own hearts and ask the question … what have 
I put above God in how I spend my time and money.  Do I sleep instead of getting 
up to spend time with God.  Do I let that email from work interrupt my time with 
God.  Do I elect to work on Sunday rather than join with our brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  This might indicate what you worship. 
  
Another dashboard light that indicates misplaced hope is what you glorify.  
  
400 years ago a group of puritan preachers came up with something called the 
Westminster Catechism.  It has been, and still is, viewed as a basic doctrine of 
Christianity.  It says, among other things, that man's chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy him forever. 
  
What does it mean to glorify God?  John Piper says that "The glory of God is the 
infinite beauty and greatness of God's manifold perfections."  Isn't that a beautiful 
definition?  "The glory of God is the infinite beauty and greatness of God's 
manifold perfections."  Manifold is a fancy word for many.  God has many 
perfections.  God is not just perfect, He is perfect in many ways. 
  
To glorify God is simply highlighting him, putting a spotlight on Him and bringing 
Him and His many perfections to the attention of all around you.  When you 
spotlight things, when you glorify things, do you leave God out of it? 
  
Example:  since many who are aquatinted with me know that I am a business 
owner, I get asked often "how is business?  Are we busy?"  Too often I launch into 
(I spotlight) all the negative things like we are so busy we can't keep up, we can't 
hire help, blah blah blah.  
  
Instead of spotlighting God and saying, God has really blessed us.  If not for his 
grace and mercy we probably would not be in business. 
  
When people ask you how you are doing, do you reply with how bad you have it, 
or do you spotlight the goodness and mercy of God.  



  
What are you glorifying.  
  
I sometimes listen to Dave Ramsey the money makeover guy and business 
expert.  When people ask him how he is doing, his response is "better than I 
deserve".   
  
Listen carefully, I am not advocating that we lie about how we are and paint a 
happy face on our struggles.  But we also must put our circumstances in 
perspective with the beauty and greatness of God's manifold perfections.  
  
Why is this important?  Because when we glorify God, when we put the spotlight 
on Him, we see Him and His manifold perfections.  
  
We turn our eyes from our powerlessness and ignorance, to the greatness of His 
manifold perfections.  
  
At the same time we are remembering who God is and all He offers us.  We stop 
worrying, we stop lying to ourselves and others, we stop anger and frustration in 
its tracks and we enjoy the father.  
  
We see God as bigger than us and our circumstances.  Our cares begin to melt 
away.  We have a Leah moment, where all that stuff that was so important a 
moment ago, seems small and petty in comparison to the beauty and greatness of 
His manifold perfections. 
  
I am reminded of that great worship song … 
  
Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  
Look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace 
  
What is greater in our lives, our struggles or God's greatness.  What you glorify, 
what you put the spotlight on, can be an indicator of where you have placed your 
hope. 
  



Our sacrifices can also indicate where we place our hope. 
  
What do you sacrificing for?  Your sacrifices can be quantified by looking at your 
checkbook and your calendar.  Where you spend your money and your time is a 
good indicator of what you value.  
  
Do you spend a lot of time building relationships with other people, or do you 
work all the time?  Do you spend time with your family?  Do you spend time in 
God's word or watching TV?  Where do you spend your time?  What does that say 
about what you value?  Where you place your hope.  
  
Do you save every penny and live like a pauper? Do you spend luxuriously?  After 
all you earned it, its time for your reward.  The fruits of your labor.  Are you 
generous with your resources?  Are you a cheerful giver?  
  
How do you spend your money and what does it say about where you place your 
hope? 
  
What frustrates or angers you?  
  
This may be an indicator that you are putting your hope in something other than 
God.  It could also be an indicator of God's calling.  So you should always pay close 
and prayerful attention to what frustrates and angers you.  More often than not it 
is a significant indicator of spiritual direction. 
  
Are you worried?  
  
Do you find yourself frequently thinking about possible catastrophes and then 
finding ways to insulate yourself from those imagined events?  We call this 
catastrophizing.   
  
Do you obsessively think about all the possible outcomes and then try to protect 
yourself from as many as possible?  We are not talking about a healthy and 
reasonable level of concern.  We are not talking about proper stewardship.  
  
Worry and catastrophizing can be an indicator that our hope is misdirected when 
there are significant levels of fear involved.  A good steward manages the things 



and people that have been placed in their trust by God.  At the same time they 
trust that God is in control.  They trust that God has equipped them for the job.  
They trust that God will protect them … even from themselves. 
  
Obsessively tending to your child's every experience and issue.  Are you a 
helicopter parent? 
  
When our kids were little we would put them into little league sports.  I was 
stunned at how seriously some of these parents took those games.  Screaming at 
their kids and or the officials.  Why?  Too often parents place their hope in how 
their children turn out.  They feel like how their children turn out is a reflection on 
them.  
  
They feel like everything they do as a parent sets their child on a path toward 
their future.  Whether little Pete or sally becomes a world class molecular 
biologist or living on the street in a hobo village hinges on how well 7 year old 
Pete fields a grounder in the infield or that 10 year old Sally plays every note 
perfectly at the piano recital. 
  
I meet young parents all the time who are under the impression that if they do 
everything right, their kids will turn out well.  Some do.  But how your children 
turn out are results that are owned and controlled by God.  We, as parents, are 
called to do our best and leave the results to God.  Anything more is placing your 
hope on your own abilities and strength. 
  
Do you often find yourself involved to an obsessive level in activities to escape 
life.  This can be things like video games, social media, alcohol, drugs, over eating, 
or over sleep.  Escapism is an indicator that you may not be happy with the life 
that God placed you in.  
  
Be mindful of what you run to for comfort when you have had a bad day.    
  
Are you keeping your promises?  
  
What you are breaking promises for can point to a source of hope that is not God. 
  
Are you violating your principals? 



  
Maybe you have a principal to not work on Sunday.  But now you find yourself 
frequently doing just that.  We are not talking about occasional, isolated 
occurrences, but regularly violating this principal.  Doing so can reveal a misplaced 
source of hope. 
  
How are your relationships?  
  
Are you on the outs with friends, family or coworkers.  This is also an indicator.  
Again we are not talking about isolated cases, but a frequency and pattern of 
broken relationships.  This can be an indicator of misplaced hope and trust. 
  
Of course, these dashboard lights can also indicate other things that may require 
medical attention.  
  
The bottom line is that when you see such indicators it should be a trigger for 
prayer.  
  
You can trust God to guide and direct you.  If you lean into Him, He will not let 
you down.  
  
He will direct you to whatever solution is necessary.  
  
The take away is that we should be watching for the dashboard lights that warn 
us that we are not well physically, emotionally or spiritually. 
  
In Mark 8 and Matt 16 there is an account of an event with Jesus and the 
disciples.  They have all gotten into a boat and headed across the dead sea.  While 
enroute the disciples begin to discuss among themselves that they have 
apparently forgotten to bring bread.  
  
It is a typical conversation that no doubt occurs everyday among people 
embarking on a long journey.  
  
This anxiety we have that we have forgotten something.  You know you have 
forgotten something.  But what is it?  
  



Once you discover what you have forgotten, then you have to figure out what you 
are going to do about either getting it replaced or living without it.  Here is where 
the disciples were at.  They had forgotten bread.  
  
James, did you get the bread before we left? No, I thought Peter did that.  No, 
Andrew didn't you get the bread?  Who got the bread? 
  
Jesus hearing this entered into the discussion and told them "beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Harrod."  In the bible leaven typically 
represents sin.  Jesus is warning the disciples of the sin of the Pharisees and the 
sin of the Sadducees. 
  
I can imagine the disciples looked at Jesus, then looked at each other, then 
resumed their discussion … 
  
Bart, please tell me you picked up the bread for the trip. 
  
Lets put a pause on the story right here for a minute.  In the book of Mark, this 
story starts in verse 13.  
  
To set the scene, lets explore briefly the 12 verses that precede verse 13.  
  
The chapter opens with Jesus feeding 4000 with seven loaves of bread.  Earlier, in 
Mark 6, Jesus fed 5000 with 5 loaves and two fishes.  
  
We can give the disciples a pass for the first feeding of 5000 because it was an 
extraordinary miracle although not unprecedented.  It also happened once in the 
old testament.  
  
But in the opening verses of Mark 8 when Jesus suggests that the people must 
eat, the disciples are heard asking Jesus "How can one satisfy these people with 
bread here in the wilderness?" 
  
Really! sigh… 
  
John, check your bag, I think you got bread, but just forgot about it in the rush to 
get on the boat.  Can you check please? 



  
In verse 11 of Mark 8, right before Jesus gets on the boat and right after the 4000 
have been fed with a few loaves and sent home full, he is confronted by Pharisees 
… who want a sign. Sigh… 
  
Philip, please tell me you picked up bread at that piggly wiggly we passed on our 
way to the boat! 
  
Mark 8:17 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “Why do you reason because 
you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart [c]still 
hardened? 18 Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? 
And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, 
how many baskets full of fragments did you take up?” 
  
They said to Him, "Twelve". 
  
"Also, when I broke the seven for the four thousand [just a few hours ago], how 
many large baskets full of fragments did you take up?" 
  
And they said, "Seven" 
  
So He said to them, "How is it you do not understand?" 
  
The question that Jesus asked the disciples that day is the same question that we 
are confronted with today.  How is it that we do not understand? 
  
The bread of life is not your job 
The bread of life is not your bank account 
The bread of life is not your insurance policy 
The bread of life is not your retirement plans 
The bread of life is not your 401k 
The bread of life is not your investments 
The bread of life is not your kids 
The bread of life is not your spouse 
The bread of life is not your skills 
The bread of life is not your education 
The bread of life is not your political affiliation 
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The bread of life is not who is in the Whitehouse 
The bread of life is not where you live 
The bread of life is not your health 
The bread of live is not material possessions 
The bread of life is not your friends 
The bread of life is not your reputation 
  
Jesus was telling His disciples and us that He IS THE BREAD OF LIFE. 
  
WE ALL GO TO BED WITH RECHAEL AND WAKE UP WITH LEAH.  LIFE WILL 
DISAPPOINT.  BUT JESUS NEVER WILL!!! 
  
  
The sign Jesus offered the Pharisees and the Sadducees in his earlier conversation 
with them was the sign of Jonah.  What is the sign of Jonah?  
He told them that He would be three days in the grave like Jonah was three days 
in the belly of the whale, then He would emerge like Jonah emerged from the 
whale's belly.  What is the problem with a sign?  A sign is used to transfer hope 
to.  The religious leaders of the day wanted a sign to look to, to depend on.  Jesus 
was offering himself.  The empty tomb is not the sign they were wanting, but it is 
the sign we are given.  It is a sign that tells the world that God is in control of life 
AND death.  He is in control of everything.  He wants us to place our hope in Him 
and Him alone. 
  
And so it is with us.  The sign of Jonah is meant to bring hope to those who have 
placed their hope and trust in Jesus as their savior.  The empty tomb is 
meaningless if you have not placed your trust in Jesus.  The empty tomb is a sign 
that says, I am who I said I am.  The empty tomb says you can trust me.  
  
Do you trust Him today?  If not, there is no better time that right now to accept 
the gift of salvation that Jesus, the risen savior, is offering you and I right now. 
  
Life will always disappoint, but Jesus NEVER will.  When you eat bread, you get 
hungry later.  When you taste the bread of Jesus, the bread of life, you will never 
hunger again.  What does that mean?  Will you never have problems again?  
Certainly not, you might even have more.  Will you stop struggling with sin? 
Nope.  But Jesus offers us something that nothing else in life has the power to do.  



He offers us hope that will NOT disappoint.  He will provide for you, He will 
protect you and He will guide you along life's narrow paths.  He offers you the 
Holy Spirit that both inspires and empowers you to overcome sin and death.  By 
the shedding of His blood He paid the penalty for yours and my sin.  When this life 
is over, He made it possible for you and I to spend all of eternity walking with God 
in the garden, in the cool of the day in a place Jesus is preparing for you and I 
right now.  A place where there is no more death.  No more tears.  No more 
separation.  No more hate.  All we have to do to enter into this promise is talk to 
God.  As the band plays I am going to lead us in a prayer.  If you have already 
received Jesus and His free gift it will not hurt at all to pray this again.  But if you 
hear my words and what to accept Christ's offer of new life, then please pray 
along with me. 
  
Father God, we confess that we have not been placing our hope in you, but 
instead have been looking to other things to save us.  Money, people, jobs, 
education, family.  We have sinned and fallen short of the greatness of your many 
perfections.  We don’t measure up.  Without you we are not enough.  We 
acknowledge that Jesus, your only son, was perfect and sinless.  He was beaten 
and suffered for our sin.  He was nailed to a cross and died.  He was the perfect 
lamb of God who came to take away our sins.  Three days after being buried, He 
rose from the grave and now sits at your right hand and argues before you on our 
behalf.  We accept this gift of grace and invite your Holy Spirit to come into our 
heart and begin the transformation into the image of Christ.  Amen 
  
If this is the first time you have prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God.  
The empty tomb of Christ now offers you real hope.  I encourage you tell Pastor 
Weaver about your decision to follow Christ and he can walk you through the 
next steps.  Don't leave here today without talking to him. 
  
I want to pray a blessing over everyone here as I close this message.  May God 
show you where you are placing your hope that is not Him.  May you find the 
strength in the Holy Spirit to make the necessary changes.  May you find peace 
and rest in the loving arms of our savior. Amen. 
 


